
Caroline Bateman

Raise attainment for students with 
Dyslexia & other SpLD 



Many children with 
SpLD are bright

Yet they under achieve 
academically

Many wrongly believe they 
are stupid



Literacy is mistaken for 
intelligence

Technology enables students 
to overcome literacy 

difficulties

Empowering all learners to 
achieve their full potential



Life transforming technology 
is freely available

Few know it exists

Consequently many continue 
to under achieve needlessly



Objectives

Improve understanding of why dyslexics struggle

Make you aware of technology and techniques that can 
help 

Save you time & give you ideas

Provide information to find out more

Raise expectation of what dyslexic students can achieve

Wet your appetite so you find out more
Answer specific questions



The Menu for today
Make you aware there area HUGE

Banquet of solutions

Provide a Taster Menu 
to wet your appetite



Areas where technology can help
Screen

Identify specific strengths 
& weaknesses

Read 
Encourage reluctant 
readers
Learn to read – fill in 
literacy gaps
Access the curriculum

Write
Spelling and punctuation
Handwriting
Note taking 
Create essays or reports

Life skills
Touch typing
Dictation
Telling the time
Memory 
Prepare for spelling test

Organisation
Tracker
Reminders

Mathematics

Assess understanding
Make lesson interactive
Quizzes Visual & kinaesthetic  
competition
Track progress

Cognitive skills
Working memory
Processing speed
Auditory memory
Visual memory

Exam Success
Learning facts
Improve understanding
Dealing with distractions

Visual issues
Eye convergence
Tracking

Device advice



Raise attainment for all learners

Impact of dyslexia 
on learning 

& self esteem 

Techniques to 
Support Learning 

@ Home

Techniques to 
Support Learning 

@ Home

Harnessing 
Technology to…

Workshops

Harnessing 
Technology to…

Workshops

Harnessing 
Technology to…

Workshops

Harnessing 
Technology to…

Workshops

Harnessing 
Technology to…

Workshops

Touch Typing

Courses
After school 

clubs
Revision skill 

workshops





. Technology Technique

Reading to 
learn

Text to speech (TTS)
Coloured overlays

Active reading
Paired reading

Writing Microsoft Accessibility
Touch Typing & Dictation

Sentence starters 
Mind mapping

Understanding RNIB Bookshare
Quiz Live 

Apps Videos & Podcasts

Scaffold / framework
Accompanying text book

Wait time  /

Memorising Textivate

Quizlet

Regular low pressure tests –
Retrieval practice
Spaced repetition

Taking exams 
(reading & writing)

Laptop user /Dictation
Exam paper TTS Access Arrangements

https://www.achievenow.org.uk/tts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkBm-Ik5x1Y&list=PL3CD3078561B6613D&index=3&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFqWT0c9tZI&ab_channel=bournemouthuni
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/education/get-started/inclusive-classroom-it-admin
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/sentence-openers-analyitical-and-essay-writing-6309206
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PUxv3BAFM8&ab_channel=BulletMapStudio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ExqTYgbwS7E&ab_channel=Bookshare
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q64qTBfK0iE&ab_channel=Quizlet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktXhlPUUPDs&ab_channel=StevanW
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfUSNBTQxaM&list=PL3CD3078561B6613D&index=8&t=0s&ab_channel=POSITIVELYMADUK1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vRWWaeEvj3g&ab_channel=liliansoon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpN02iFQQk0&ab_channel=Quizlet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-5U1rY167s&ab_channel=TheLearningScientists
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVf38y07cfk&ab_channel=Osmosis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfDoyF9ehfU&ab_channel=Texthelp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hgRcGVwn4g


Let’s get to know each other



Who am I?



Where it started



Why use technology?



Amelia thought she was stupid

Year 1 - On table with the English as foreign language children

Year 2 – Didn’t believe she could pass an entrance exam so 
creatively avoided doing so

Year 4 – Made a decision NOT to work hard (no point)

Year 8 – Read her first chapter book

Year 9 – Advised to take less academic GCSEs

Year 10 – Started to realise she was clever and utilised 
technology & revision strategies



Year 6 Report - Detail
Amelia has been a contradiction in English this year. She makes it very clear that she does not 

enjoy the subject and that she dislikes reading, but she enthusiastically contributes to class 

discussions and orally has some very imaginative ideas.  This Attitude combined with her 

tendency to lose focus during independent work has meant that her progress has not been 

very consistent.  

Amelia’s progress in comprehension has been erratic.  While she has benefited from being in 

a smaller group and having additional time to complete her work, she still has a tendency to 

lose concentration and run out of energy.  

Amelia has a good vocabulary and I am often impressed by her adventurous work choices 

but her spelling knowledge is not strong and is based on having heard words rather than 

seeing them written down.  

She works hard to learn her weekly spellings and performs well in weekly test.  She 
now need sot apply these to her independent writing.

Amelia has a good imagination which allows her to write imaginative and creating 
stories.  On occasions the ideas she has in her hear do not translate onto paper, 
meaning that her writing can be confusing and rather disjointed.    



From ‘Satisfactory’ to GCSE A*

Photo of actual GCSE Results



From ‘Satisfactory’ to GCSE A*

Photo of actual GCSE Results

From ‘Satisfactory’ to Bath University



My Experience



My Mission

Help all learner achieve 
their full potential



I need to know more about you

Apple or Microsoft or Google Chrome

Confidence with tech?

Any particular solutions you are 
looking for?



Why are exams hard for dyslexics ?

Understanding while note taking

Reading 

Remembering

Writing 

Organisation



How can we help?

Understanding while note taking

Reading

Remembering

Writing 

Organisation



Technology to transform learning

2. Learn 
to read

3. Encourage 
reading

4. Read to
learn

5. Improve 
understanding

6. Get 
organised

9.Assist in 
exams8.Learn 

& Revise 7.Produce 
written work

1. Believe in 
own ability



Ex
am

s

Last month

Past papers

Years 10 & 11

GCSE Preparation

Pay attention in lessons
Take notes
Complete course work 
Create Revision notes
Learn / Revise
Past papers



Ex
am

s

Last month

4. Past papers3. Learn

Years 10 & 11

2. Create Revision notes1. Complete course work

What else impacts on a students grades?

Access arrangements
Ability to read quickly and accurately 
Spelling and Grammar (SPAG mark)
Able to memorise

Improve Working memory
Teach how to learn facts

Ability to communicate legibly
Legible quick handwriting
Efficient touch typing



Ex
am

s

Last month

4. Past papers
3. Learn

Years 10 & 11

2. Create Revision notes1. Complete course work

Once GCSE courses starts students are busy

Hard to find the time to learn anything else
Great revision notes
Ability to read quickly and accurately 
Improve Spelling and Grammar (SPAG mark)
Able to memorise

Improve Working memory
Teach how to learn facts

Legible quick handwriting
Efficient touch typing



Reading



Age 4       5       6       7        8        9        10       11       12       13       14      15      16      17     18 years

Learn to Read

Read to Learn

School
Our children spend 14 years there.

Importance of reading at school



Little known fact

Literacy         Intelligence



Performance Gap Spiral
Poor literacy 

Compare to
Peers

Low self-
esteem

Anxiety

Impacts 
Memory &
Organisation



Reading to learn



Why should a child be penalised 
across the whole curriculum 

because they struggle to read?



The problem with reading
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets Comprehension Questions

How would you describe 
Harry’s mood?

What was inside the envelope?

Where did the writer feel out 
of step?

What is Kwikspell?

What did the writers friends 
beg for?



Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
What a dyslexic reads What is written

VERY Hard to understand
Even if read each word correctly concentrating on decoding NOT 
understanding 

Intrigued Harry flicked the envelope open and pulled out the sheaf 
of parchment inside. More curly silver writing on the front page said 
‘feel out of step in the world of modern magic? Find yourself making 
excuses not to perform simple spells?  Ever been taunted for you 
woeful wand work?  There is an answer. Kwikspell is an all-new, fail-
safe, quick-result, easy-learn course. Hundreds of witches and 
wizards have benefited from the Kwikspell method! Madam Z. 
Nettles of Topsham writes: “I had no memory for incantations and 
my potions were a family joke! Now, after a Kwikspell course, I am 
the centre of attention at parties and friends beg for the recipe of 
my Scintillation Solution!” Warlock D. J. Prod of Didsbury says: “My 
wife used to sneer at my feeble charms, but one month into your 
fabulous Kwikspell course and I succeeded in turning her into a 
yak! Thank you, Kwikspell!” 



Attainment Gap

Age 4       5       6       7        8        9        10       11       12       13       14      15      16      17     18 years
Learn to Read

Read to Learn

Age 4       5       6       7        8        9        10       11       12       13       14      15      16      17     18 years
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Technology to reduce the attainment gap

Age 4       5       6       7        8        9        10       11       12       13       14      15      16      17     18 years
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Text To Speech - TTS



Text to Speech – free functionality

Microsoft

Mac

iPad

Google

Internet – any browser
Speak it
Read aloud
Read & Write

Text Books-RNIB Bookshare



Text to Speech 
For hard copy -Photos scanner - Claro ScanPen App
info https://www.clarosoftware.com/portfolio/claro-scanpen/

video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGtPiT3V_kI&ab_channel=ClaroSoftware

Mouse scanner 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oh2NAhLLyNc&ab_channel=ZcanScannerMouseSeries

Read& Write 11 – Optical Character recognition (OCR)

Reading pens C pen 

Exam pen

https://www.clarosoftware.com/portfolio/claro-scanpen/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGtPiT3V_kI&ab_channel=ClaroSoftware
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oh2NAhLLyNc&ab_channel=ZcanScannerMouseSeries


Office 365 Text To Speech - Read Aloud
Found in Review tab 

Add to quick access tool bar

Highlights individual words

Control voice and speed 
within application.
(No need to go the control 
panel)

Cannot amend as you listen



Older versions of Microsoft – Speak 



Technology enables students to 
be assessed on their knowledge 
of a subject not their literacy?



Improve Reading – No tech solutions

Overlays

Active reading

Paired reading



Additional information



Switch on Microsoft Text to Speech
Add the ‘Speak’ icon 
to the Quick Access 
Toolbar

Click on the 
Customise quick 
access tool bar pull 
down and select 
‘More commands’



Switch on Microsoft Text to Speech Continued

‘Speak’ is not included in the 
‘Popular commands’, so 
change the Choose 
Command option to ‘All 
commands’. 

Scroll down on the left hand 
box until you see ‘Speak’

Select Speak by clicking on in 
Select Add The icon will now 
appear on the right hand 
side

Click OK 



Switch on free Text To Speech (TTS) on a Mac

Watch this here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IarPm96QwQc&ab_channel=TheHowToMac

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IarPm96QwQc&ab_channel=TheHowToMac


Switch on free Text To Speech (TTS) on a Mac

Watch this here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IarPm96QwQc&ab_channel=TheHowToMac

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IarPm96QwQc&ab_channel=TheHowToMac


Text to Speech – iPad / iPhone

When iPads or phones delivered 
this functionality is not enabled



Enable Speak on iPad / iPhone
In Settings
Go to:
General 
Accessibility
Speech

Speak selected ON

Do Not switch on Voice Over

Control:
Voice
Speed  
Highlight



iPad Speak Page

Sweep two fingers from 
the top of the iPad 
down to get Speak 
Page Menu Options

Slow down 

Speed up

Pause

Jump 



Speakit

Highlight what you want to be read



Read & Write Google Chrome App
Download a trial 
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/readwrite-for-google-chro/inoeonmfapjbbkmdafoankkfajkcphgd

When in Google docs click on the icon (top right)

Menu appears

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/readwrite-for-google-chro/inoeonmfapjbbkmdafoankkfajkcphgd


PDF – Read aloud
Adobe Reader
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETOohmYui3Q&ab_cha
nnel=UAODS

Natural Reader – Free edition
http://www.naturalreaders.com/priceorder.html

PDF Aloud
https://www.texthelp.com/en-gb/company/education-
blog/february-2016/pdfs-are-now-even-more-
accessible-with-read-write

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETOohmYui3Q&ab_channel=UAODS
http://www.naturalreaders.com/priceorder.html
https://www.texthelp.com/en-gb/company/education-blog/february-2016/pdfs-are-now-even-more-accessible-with-read-write


Optical Character Recognition Demo



Example of OCR

Scan or photo

Read & Write

Text to Speech
Dictionary (picture)
Cut and paste
Proof read
Spell check
Homophones 
Grammar check
Reorganise



Hard copy worksheets
Optical Character Recognition OCR

Read & Write
Install on machine https://www.texthelp.com/en-gb/readwriteforedu

Similar functionality resides in a Google App  22 videos 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Bp0to8a9Z0&list=PLvSZbmGbKpCTkk3S93CXtQWNf50f_Ow3D
&ab_channel=Texthelp

Prizmo £7.99
https://vimeo.com/66135388

Claro Scanpen £4.99
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzMt0Z_Vl6U&ab_channel=TheCodpast
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGtPiT3V_kI&ab_channel=ClaroSoftware

https://www.texthelp.com/en-gb/readwriteforedu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Bp0to8a9Z0&list=PLvSZbmGbKpCTkk3S93CXtQWNf50f_Ow3D&ab_channel=Texthelp
https://vimeo.com/66135388
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzMt0Z_Vl6U&ab_channel=TheCodpast
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGtPiT3V_kI&ab_channel=ClaroSoftware


Produce written work



Performance Gap Spiral over time
Poor grades 

(despite working hard)

Compare to
Peers

Low self 
esteem

Anxiety  

Impacts on Memory 
& Organisation

STUPID  
Give up

Frustrated 

Find alternative 
ways to be 
accepted.



Options for creating written work

Handwriting 

Dictate

Touch typing

Clicker

Mind map



Written work

Written work is how students 
are  marked / judged.

If poor quality a students 
talent goes unrecognised.

This piece has typical dyslexic 
mistakes

Hard to see own mistakes



Same info typed into Word 
Copied every character exactly
as written
Spelling and grammar 
mistakes highlighted
Synonyms & Thesaurus 
available

Easier to correct and 
reorganise
Proof reading – Mistakes can be 
heard

To get a soft copy https://www.achievenow.org.uk/touch-typing

https://www.achievenow.org.uk/touch-typing


Typing v writing notes
Typing 

Potentially quicker
Temptation to concentrate on syntax rather than understanding.
Easier to amend when better understood
Search through to find quickly
Can backup
Cut and paste into revision notes / apps

Write
No need to learn to touch type
Easier to draw or show connections
Engages brain better – Good for facts that are hard to revise.
Can take a photo to ensure you do not loose



Office 365 Text To Speech - Read Aloud

Found in Review tab 

Can add to quick access 
tool bar

Highlights individual words

Control voice and speed 
within application.
(No need to go the control 
panel)



Options for creating written work
Touch typing

Pain to learn Legible
Quick
Lots of help
Proof read
Accessibility features (font page colour….)
Set up for higher education and the real 
world
Back up (if lost)
Convert into revision material / apps

Clicker 
Dyslexia Friendly word processor
Word banks

Mind map
Quicker to type than draw
Easier to reuse electronic
Drawing can engage brain more.

Handwriting 
Illegible?
Slow?
Painful on hand?
No help with spelling / grammar / 
vocabulary
Difficult to correct / amend
Hard to see own mistakes
More difficult to plagiarise (cut & paste)
Easy to loose

Dictate
Very fast
No problems spelling
If cannot use in exams don’t build a 
dependence
Great to overcome a blank page



Additional information



Older versions Word- Speak command



OLD Dyslexia friendly functionality
Page colour Design   Page colour 

De-clutter  CTRL + F1

Zoom CTRL + wheel

Spacing CTRL + 2 or 5

Autocorrect Spelling     Auto correct options ** 

Auto Text CTRL + F3 **

Synonym Highlight work Right Hand Mouse Click

**WARNING – EXAM CONDITIONS



Dyslexia Friendly Fonts 
Open Dyslexic
Weighted at the bottom, which stops them being 

To download  https://opendyslexic.org/
Some browsers allow you to read all data with this font

https://opendyslexic.org/


New Microsoft Accessibility functionality

Read aloud 

Read aloud spell checker

Dictation (impacted by quality of the Microphone)

How to set up microphone https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/4027981/windows-10-how-to-set-up-and-
test-microphones

Translation to other languages

In View Tab – Learning Tools

Synonyms / Thesaurus 

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/4027981/windows-10-how-to-set-up-and-test-microphones


How to get soft copy text

Touch typing

Dictation

Handwriting OCR App 

Apps to convert Worksheets so 
they can be read 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGtPiT3V_kI&ab_channel=ClaroSoftware

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGtPiT3V_kI&ab_channel=ClaroSoftware


Save time when producing work



Dictation – Speech to Text (STT)

Dictate iPhone/ iPad

Microsoft 

Dictate on a Mac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWGKdwFE8t0&ab_channel=Howcast1 min 32
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT202584 info

Google Voice Typing

Dragon Naturally speaking 

OneNote Dictate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWGKdwFE8t0&ab_channel=Howcast
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT202584


Office 365 – Learning Tools 
View Tab

Learning Tools
Immersive reader

Options
Colum Width
Page colour
Line focus
Text spacing 
Syllables
Read Aloud



Office 365 – Dictation
Home Tab

Add to Quick Access Menu bar

Mulitple languages available





Touch typing
Advantages

Quicker??

Legible

Spelling and grammar help

Synonyms and Thesaurus 

Correct and reorganise easily

Proof reading to hear mistakes

Alter spacing / page colour / 
font

Improves the quality of work 

Disadvantages 

Boring and time consuming 
to learn

Good to write as well to get 
information to lodge in to 
the brain when memorising



Touch typing
TTRS Home £25 per month home (4 users)
Has VERY good reviews but my students found it dull so didn’t practise.  
http://www.readandspell.com/

Nessy Fingers  
Fun - single user £30 http://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-fingers/

BBC Dance Mat 
Children like it but they make slow progress.

Free http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr

Typingclub.com 
Excellent low cost option.  Fun plus includes helpful videos

Typing.com  Free great reporting.  Better for older students.  Games don’t sync with lessons.
http://www.typing.com/

English Type Junior  £29.95  discounts 
Excellent reviews.  Ideal for home use.
http://www.englishtype.com/

http://www.readandspell.com/
http://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-fingers/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
http://www.typing.com/
http://www.englishtype.com/


Biggest problems learning to touch typing?
Older kids think they touch type. 

Test them to see if they can  http://typing-speed-test.aoeu.eu/?lang=en

Best to start before they get comfortable with bad habits

MUST cover the keyboard

MOTIVATION - Need a BIG carrot
Boring but requires regular practise

Competition with prizes works well

Attending a course improves the chances of success

http://typing-speed-test.aoeu.eu/?lang=en


Clicker – Dyslexia friendly word processor



Clicker
Predictive typing

Word banks
How to 
createhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Arjv6iIRf
AU&ab_channel=CrickSoftwareUK

Phonetic spell check

Text to speech[

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Arjv6iIRfAU&ab_channel=CrickSoftwareUK


How to structure an Essay.
Essay Writer
Including instant bibliography
http://fasteressays.com/ 2 minute  Video  Free 30 day trial 

Read & Write Gold – Fact Mapper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91aGeH6QZxc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.texthelp.com/north-america/our-products/readwrite/features-pc/study-skills-and-research

Inspiration 
Also available as iPad App

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xqsc-wQ-Phc 2 minutes
http://www.inspiration.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xqsc-wQ-Phc

Popplet
Only available as an App
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxLDsWHsQ1g

Xmind (FREE)
http://www.xmind.net/

MIND MAPPING for Dyslexics article 
http://www.dyslexiclogic.com/blog/2015/10/30/teaching-mind-mapping-to-children-with-dyslexia

http://fasteressays.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91aGeH6QZxc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.texthelp.com/north-america/our-products/readwrite/features-pc/study-skills-and-research
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xqsc-wQ-Phc
http://www.inspiration.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xqsc-wQ-Phc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxLDsWHsQ1g
http://www.xmind.net/
http://www.dyslexiclogic.com/blog/2015/10/30/teaching-mind-mapping-to-children-with-dyslexia


Inspiration
Microsoft / Mac and iPad (use camera)
Converts visual into formal outline
Transfer into a word processor – Word or Pages



Technology Technique

Reading to 
learn

Text to speech (TTS)

Switch on or 
Device / Apps

Overlays
Active reading
Paired reading

Writing Microsoft Accessibility Touch Typing /Dictation
Mind maps

Understanding RNIB Bookshare
Quiz Apps

Videos & Podcasts

Electronic notes
Hole punch / glue

Memorising Textivate

Quizlet

Regular low pressure tests
Metacognition

Taking exams 
(reading & writing)

Laptop user
Exam paper TTS

Dictation

Access Arrangements



Understanding



Dyslexics don’t understand 
what was taught in class



Real life examples



Improve understanding
Remove the burden of note 
taking

Electronic notes
Text books
RNIB Bookshare

Test understanding
Wait time
Hold up cards
Apps
–Quizlet
–Kahoot
–Quizziz

Free resources to use at 
home

Videos
Podcasts
Apps



RNIB Bookshare
Designed for the print disabled, which includes cognitive 
impairment.

Copyright Act Students are entitled to the book in an 
accessible format

Free membership

School MUST join & have a physical copy of the book.

Search for titles 
http://www.texthelp.com/rw11ChromeExtension/

If title not available they can request it from publisher.

http://www.texthelp.com/rw11ChromeExtension/


Note Taking -Common Difficulties 
Keeping up with the speaker  

Students concentrate on taking notes NOT understanding 
what is being taught

Poor handwriting – Deciphering Notes afterwards

Quality of notes so poor that students are at a 
disadvantage when doing homework and revising

Mislaying Notes

Time consuming to type up

Don’t look at them again until need to revise



What every dyslexic hates to hear?
Better option to provide:

Hard copy lesson outline before the 
class

Soft copy notes after class which can 
be read

These can then be ‘cut & pasted’ for both 
homework and revision e.g. 

Word document to be submitted as 
homework
Mind-mapping
Quizlet
Kahoot

“Copy this from the board”



Additional information



Digital voice recorder
Download straight to PC

790 hours recording

Can be used for telephone conversations

Transcribe using Dragon to convert  speech to 
text  (Pofessional edition 13)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wC8sDhOkx4Y&ab_channel=NuanceDragon# 1 min 23 second
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Olympus-VN-731PC-Recorder-Recognition-Software/dp/B00HH3WJV6/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1474660813&sr=8-
1&keywords=olympus+digital+voice+recorder+dragon

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wC8sDhOkx4Y&ab_channel=NuanceDragon
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Olympus-VN-731PC-Recorder-Recognition-Software/dp/B00HH3WJV6/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1474660813&sr=8-1&keywords=olympus+digital+voice+recorder+dragon


Note taking solutions.  
Combine intelligent audio with writing or 
typing

AudioNote £7.99 (need an ipad)
simplest to use
Needs a smart device

Sonocent £41.95 per annum or £108 Perpetual
Needs a smart device

Livescribe smart pens £110-£200
Newest version requires smart phone / tablet
Echo pen doesn’t need a smart device



AudioNote App

Record Audio

Take photo

Write

Draw

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/audionote-notepad-voice-recorder/id369820957?mt=8
http://luminantsoftware.com/iphone/audionote.html

Large files can be transferred wirelessly
To demo http://luminantsoftware.com

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/audionote-notepad-voice-recorder/id369820957?mt=8
http://luminantsoftware.com/iphone/audionote.html
http://luminantsoftware.com/


Sonocent
Allows students to JUST listen and not take notes  

Encourages Active listening

Needs a smart device to record

Capture Speech, text and images
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nvjm4JZBqMQ&ab_channel=audionotetaker
2 mins 31secs

Version 4 integrates with Dragon Naturally 
Speaking, but only for creating text notes. 

Free trial
https://www.sonocent.com/en-us/download

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nvjm4JZBqMQ&ab_channel=audionotetaker
https://www.sonocent.com/en-us/download


Smart Pens
Livescribe 3 Pen  Approx. £130 needs an iPad/ iPhone

Integrates with iPad via Bluetooth 
Pages appear simultaneously on iPad / iPhone
iPad records with intelligent audio playback
Easy to convert text into type (in small chunks)
Quick and easy to convert into contacts and appointments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFE74S40WoI&ab_channel=Livescribe 1 min 39 seconds

Livescribe Echo Pen Approx. £120 (price depends on storage / model) 

Pen records as you write
Upload /Sync to desktop
Search and organise handwritten notes electronically
Intelligent  audio play back
Convert written text into Word document
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNz2sLY-gNE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2q8_fR0lTI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlnBbCme-Kk

If you want to purchase a Livescribe pen please consider getting it from www.smartpenspares.co.uk as they kindly gave me one to demo

.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFE74S40WoI&ab_channel=Livescribe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNz2sLY-gNE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2q8_fR0lTI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlnBbCme-Kk
http://www.smartpenspares.co.uk/


Livescribe Pen After Class
Search written notes
Add to Notes as and 
you

listen to intelligent audio
Can Convert:

Writing to Text Word 
doc
Pictures to Vectors
Telephone Nos to 
Contacts
Dates to 
Appointments

During Class
Switch on pen
Write note in book
Possible to record what is said.

Hand written Notes

Bla bla
Bla bla



Echo pen and Livescribe 3

Need to write on specific paper
Buy £22 4 A4 pads or £19 4 A5 pads

http://www.smartpenspares.co.uk/paper/wifi.html

Print
Livescribe dot paper can be printed at home as long as you have a color laser printer 
that is Adobe PostScript compatible and can print at 600 dpi or higher 
http://www.livescribe.com/en-us/support/wifi-smartpen/howto/print_dot_paper.html

http://www.smartpenspares.co.uk/paper/wifi.html
http://www.livescribe.com/en-us/support/wifi-smartpen/howto/print_dot_paper.html


Livescribe Echo pen

Plug pen into laptop using 
USB cable

All notes then available on 
Echo Desktop (Free but 
need to download and 
install)  https://www.livescribe.com/en-

us/support/echo/setup/

https://www.livescribe.com/en-us/support/echo/setup/


Livescribe Echo Pen
Not dependent on iPad or iPhone

Write key points and record everything else

Draw diagrams – Interface with Illustrator

Upload to PC / Mac

Search (GREAT to help find notes)

Converts handwriting to Text with MyScript Software (free 
for 3http://www.livescribe.com/store/20070723002/myscript-for-livescribe/p-512.htm

https://www.livescribe.com/uk/media/pdf/ls_smartpens_comparison_chart.pdf
http://www.livescribe.com/en-us/media/pdf/support/EchoDesktopUserGuide.pdf

0 days)

http://www.livescribe.com/store/20070723002/myscript-for-livescribe/p-512.htm
https://www.livescribe.com/uk/media/pdf/ls_smartpens_comparison_chart.pdf
http://www.livescribe.com/en-us/media/pdf/support/EchoDesktopUserGuide.pdf


Revision

Techniques
Technology



Revision

Techniques



Little known fact

Reading         Revision



Typed / soft copy notes

Electronic notes can be 
easily manipulated to:

Aid understanding
Create revision notes that 
are easier to memorise
Import into Revision Apps



Create Outlines – Prompt memory



Outlines – Prompt memory + Missing words



Tables - Aid understanding



Mind Map



Reorganise & Annotate



Example 2 –Reorganise, Add & Annotate

Soft copy notes manipulated to create revision notes

Create something easier to learn
As students do this they are  actively learning



Common confusion

Recognition         Recall





Example 1- Test & Measure progress

• This is a simple effective (enjoyable?) way to revise.  
• Very time consuming if each pupil has to type up the notes in the first place.  
• Waste of precious time and energy that could be used for learning the subject



Mind map test



Revision

Technology



Textivate
Generates a wide range of interactive 
activities based on your own text and / 
or matching items. 

It works with texts of up to 500 words 
and / or up to 200 matching items

https://www.textivate.com/

For example 
Match games
Missing words
Correct sequence

https://www.textivate.com/


Quizlet
Makes learning fun https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMHucmzjByE&ab_channel=Quizlet 1 min 4 secs

Can create your own content

Many study sets available  (Be careful) – JUST announced 
certified content

Free.

Quizlet PLUS – Paid version
Student approx. £20 pa.  Teacher £35

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMHucmzjByE&ab_channel=Quizlet


Other apps

Gojimo Quizzes and online tutoring

Find curriculum aligned apps to use in the classroom 
http://www.educationalappstore.com/app/gojimo-gcse-a-level-revision#sthash.QcN6jZya.dpuf

http://app.gojimo.co/qualifications/86668504-4239-4776-b8b8-6accf858d004

CGP Revision Apps
https://apps.cgpbooks.co.uk/home

These prepare students to have the confidence to tackle past exam papers

All VERY mobile (phone) and can be used to fill otherwise dead time

http://www.educationalappstore.com/app/gojimo-gcse-a-level-revision#sthash.QcN6jZya.dpuf
http://app.gojimo.co/qualifications/86668504-4239-4776-b8b8-6accf858d004
https://apps.cgpbooks.co.uk/home


Kahoot
Smart phone

Go on to the internet. 
(Safari for iPhone)

Go to www.Kahoot.it

Enter pin number

Nickname

Testing understanding in a competitive way raises energy levels, enjoyment, 
participation, and give teachers valuable feedback



Quizziz
https://quizizz.com/

Assign each quick as homework 

Share through social media outlets

Create a homework due date

Google classroom integration – Can assign to a class

My Reports - gives feedback per:
Question
Student

Check it out https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgT4VNyXwrc&t=2s&ab_channel=2MinuteTeacherTech

https://quizizz.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgT4VNyXwrc&t=2s&ab_channel=2MinuteTeacherTech


Exams
Access arrangement

Laptop users

Exam text to speech

Dictation



Too much 
information!!!

I guess you are thinking



Objectives

Improve understanding of why dyslexics struggle

Make you aware of technology and techniques that can 
help 

Save you time & give you ideas

Provide information to find out more

Raise expectation of what dyslexic students can achieve

Wet your appetite so you find out more
Answer specific questions



. Technology Technique

Reading to 
learn

Text to speech (TTS)
Switch on or 

Device / Apps

Overlays
Active reading
Paired reading

Writing Microsoft Accessibility
Touch Typing /Dictation

Mind maps

Word banks
Paragraph starters 

Post its

Understanding RNIB Bookshare
Quiz Apps Videos & 

Podcasts

Scaffold / framework
Text book /Hole punch / glue

Wait time  / Cards

Memorising Textivate

Quizlet

Regular low pressure tests
Metacognition

Taking exams 
(reading & writing)

Laptop user /Dictation
Exam paper TTS Access Arrangements



Objectives For your students

Make whole curriculum available

Reduce attainment gap

Increase confidence

Raise expectations



Technology to transform learning

2. Learn 
to read

3. Encourage 
reading

4. Read to
learn

5. Improve 
understanding

6. Get 
organised

9.Assist in 
exams8.Learn 

& Revise 7.Produce 
written work

1. Believe in 
own ability



Performance Gap REVERSAL over time
1. Help students believe 

they are bright
2. Increases 
confidence

3. Prepared to 
make more 
effort

4. Teach how to use 
technology & techniques

6. Motivated to 
try harder

5. Achieve 
better grades 

7. Grades improve



Improving not only exam results … 

Technology enables students 
to exceed expectations

… but self esteem & future life 
opportunities



Raise attainment for all learners

Impact of dyslexia 
on learning 

& self esteem 

Techniques to 
Support Learning 

@ Home

Techniques to 
Support Learning 

@ Home

Harnessing 
Technology to…

Workshops

Harnessing 
Technology to…

Workshops

Harnessing 
Technology to…

Workshops

Harnessing 
Technology to…

Workshops

Harnessing 
Technology to…

Workshops

Touch Typing

Courses
After school 

clubs
Revision skill 

workshops



Parents Training
Equip parents to 

support learning at 
home

Students
Revision Workshop
Raise expectations 

Revision techniques

Touch Typing Course
Essential life skill for dyslexics

Teachers Training
Make lessons effective for 

SpLD students



Questions



Want to know more?


